
IMPORTANT FEATURES 
OF LAWS GOVERNING 
INHERITANCE

Laws that provide for equality and rights to 
property ownership for both women and 
men in Kosovo:   

• The Constitution of Republic of Kosovo
• Law on Inheritance of Kosovo (Law no. 2004/26)
• Law on Family of Kosovo (Law no. 2004/32)
• Law on Gender Equality (Law 05/L-020)
• Law Against Discrimination (Law no. 2004/3)
• Law on Non-Contested Procedure (Law 03/L-007)
• Law on Notary (Law no. 03/L-010)
• Law on Contested Procedure (Law no. 03/L-006)
• Law on Civil Status (Law no. 04/L-003) 
• Administrative Instruction No. 03/2016 on 

Special Measures for Registration on Joint 
Immovable Property on behalf of both 
spouses.

If you think that you qualify for free legal aid, you 
may refer to the Law on Free Legal Aid in Kosovo 
(No. 04/L-017)

Legal acts in force in Kosovo can be found in the 
Official Gazette at https://gzk.rks-gov.net

Equal Love = Equal Rights
For property rights



• In cases where the decedent has died 
10 years or more prior to the initiation 
of the inheritance proceeding, each heir 
who wishes to claim his/her share of the 
inheritance must sent to the notary a 
notarized statement that confirms that 
the heir wishes to claim his/her share 
of the inheritance and take part in the 
information session.

 

In January 2019 three laws entered into legal force in Kosovo that govern inheritance. Here are the most 
important features of those laws as concerns inheritance. 

• Acts of Death are required to commence an inheritance proceeding and are issued by the Civil Status 
Office. 

• Both notaries and courts have the authority to conduct uncontested inheritance cases.
• Notifications of inheritance proceedings conducted by notaries are to be published in the Official 

Gazette and on the web page of the Chamber of Notaries. The notifications will remain posted for 
30 days.

• In cases where the decedent has died less 
than 10 years prior to the initiation of the 
inheritance proceeding, each heir will be 
deemed to participate in the inheritance, 
whether or not the heir has made an 
appearance or expressed his/her desire to 
do so. 

Prior to commencing an inheritance 
proceeding, the notary will hold an information 
session for all heirs.

• It is illegal to conceal heirs. An heir is 
required to inform the court/notary of 
any heirs that have not been identified 
and to provide the court/notary with 
all information in the heir’s possession 
concerning the whereabouts of the 
unidentified heirs.

• It is illegal to pressure an heir to renounce 
his/her inheritance.

• A renunciation of one’s inheritance is 
forever.  It cannot be revoked later.

An heir’s declaration to renounce his/her 
property will be transcribed and recorded by 
audio and/or video.

When an heir declares an intention to renounce 
his/her inheritance, the court/notary will hold a 
private conference with the heir to ensure that 

• the heir knows his/her inheritance rights, 
• the heir is not being coerced to renounce 

against his/her will, 
• the heir understands that the renunciation 

cannot be revoked later.

If the court/notary learns that an heir is being 
pressured to renounce his/her inheritance, the 
court/notary will not accept the renunciation, but 
will refer the matter to the prosecutor’s office.


